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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Though Applicants have demonstrated that making changes to non-peptide opioid alkaloids was 
known in the art at the time of the present invention (Portoghese et al. 2001) and that the effects of 
MOR/SP conjugates were also known (US Patent 5,891,842) the Examiner was not able to find prior art 
demonstrating that the use of the linkers disclosed in the present invention were used to transport drugs 
across the blood brain barrier. 

Furthermore, the fact that Applicants have provided 3 such linkers demonstrates that they have 
sufficiently described this genus. Therefore, the written description rejection could not be maintained. 

Finally, due to Applicants' arguments (including supporting art) that any opioid alkaloid could be 
linked to an SP peptide provides enablement that the artisan would be able to link an opioid to any 
peptide. This, in addition to the disclosure in the prior art of numerous opioid alkaloids as well as the 
sufficient number of linkers taught in the specification makes maintaining the enablement rejection 
improper. 
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